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ALLIANCE FRANCAISE DE DARWIN 

NEWSLETTER - APRIL 2010 
 

 
Bonjour! 
 
First of all, we are very happy to announce a new arrival in our community: 
 

 

 
Alessia Handford  
She was born on 13th of april at 1.23 am, 
Darwin time, weighing in at 2.9 kilos. 
 

Her parents Maria Randazzo and Adrian Handford are very proud! 
 
 
 

 
 
Once a month, on a Thursday night, we are pleased to welcome you to our French 
Movie Night and Wine & Cheese at the Museum Theatrette, Bullocky Point, Conacher 
St., Fannie Bay 
 
 

 
 
 
The next one is on Thursday, 29th April. 
We will be happy to welcome you from 6.30 pm for the Wine & Cheese before the 
start of the movie at 7pm. 

 Next sessions : 

• April, 29th 2010 
• May, 27th 2010 
• June, 24th 2010 
• August, 26th 2010 
• October, 28th 2010 

French Movie Night and Wine & Cheese 

$15 for non members 
$12 for members 
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Prise de la Bastille, by Jean-Pierre-Louis-Laurent Houel 

Come and enjoy a Wine & Cheese Degustation and then the French movie 
"HORS DE PRIX" 

directed by Pierre Salvadori, with Audrey Tautou and Gad Elmaleh.  
VO with english subtitles.  

 
On the Riviera with her elderly provider to celebrate her birthday, 
Irene slips down to the hotel bar when he falls asleep on her. She 
mistakes barman Jean for a well-healed guest and he encourages 
the deceit by taking her up to the Royal Suite for the night. A year 
later the same thing happens but this time her lover finds out and 
disowns her. Now knowing Jean is indeed a barman of little means 
doesn't stop her from continuing to live in style until his money is 
gone. He soon finds himself in Irene's business with older and 
worldly-wise Madeleine, and though Irene also takes up with a 
new paramour the two of them keep in increasingly close touch. 
 

 
 

 
Our Bastille Day 
This year, the French National Day will be celebrated on Saturday 17th of July 2010.  
It will be held at Pee Wees on the Point where you will be able to enjoy a exceptional 
dinner under the stars. 
As the tradition, Bastille Day is a popular party. Every year, the French community 
meet people for a BBQ on Wednesday 14th of July at Lake Alexander, from 6.30pm 
Bring your own and enjoy the French National Day. 
 
The History of the Bastille Day  
Bastille Day is the French national holiday, celebrated on 14 July each year. In 
France, it is formally called La Fête Nationale (National Celebration) and commonly 
le quatorze juillet (the fourteenth of July). It commemorates the 1790 Fête de la 
Fédération, held on the first anniversary of the storming of the Bastille on 14 July 
1789; the anniversary of the storming of the Bastille fortress-prison was seen as a 
symbol of the uprising of the modern nation, and of the reconciliation of all the 
French inside the constitutional monarchy which preceded the First Republic, during 
the French Revolution. 
 
The storming of the Bastille 
On 5 May 1789, Louis XVI convened the 
Estates-General to hear their grievances. The 
deputies of the Third Estate representing the 
common people (the two others were the 
Catholic Church and nobility) decided to break 
away and form a National Assembly. On 20 
June the deputies of the Third Estate took the 

Bastille Ball – 17th of July 2010 
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Tennis Court Oath, swearing not to separate until a constitution had been 
established. They were gradually joined by delegates of the other estates; Louis 
started to recognize their validity on 27 June. The assembly re-named itself the 
National Constituent Assembly on 9 July, and began to function as a legislature and 
to draft a constitution. 
In the wake of the 11 July dismissal of Jacques Necker, the people of Paris, fearful 
that they and their representatives would be attacked by the royal military, and 
seeking to gain ammunition and gunpowder for the general populace, stormed the 
Bastille, a fortress-prison in Paris which had often held people jailed on the basis of 
lettres de cachet, arbitrary royal indictments that could not be appealed. Besides 
holding a large cache of ammunition and gunpowder, the Bastille had been known 
for holding political prisoners whose writings had displeased the royal government, 
and was thus a symbol of the absolutism of the monarchy. As it happened, at the 
time of the siege in July 1789 there were only seven inmates, none of great political 
significance. 
 
When the crowd—eventually reinforced by mutinous gardes françaises—proved a 
fair match for the fort's defenders, Governor de Launay, the commander of the 
Bastille, capitulated and opened the gates to avoid a mutual massacre. However, 
possibly because of a misunderstanding, fighting resumed. Ninety-eight attackers 
and just one defender died in the actual fighting, but in the aftermath, de Launay 
and seven other defenders were killed, as was the 'prévôt des marchands' (roughly, 
mayor) Jacques de Flesselles. 
 
The storming of the Bastille was more important as a rallying point and symbolic act 
of rebellion than a practical act of defiance. 
 
Shortly after the storming of the Bastille, on 4 August feudalism was abolished and 
on 26 August, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen proclaimed. 
 
 

 
 

This year, l’Alliance Française de Darwin 
receives the help of Julie Chapman from 
the School of Languages to organise the 
“Concours Bougainville”. 
This competition is giving Australian 
students  of French the opportunity to 
win the “Prix La Pérouse”.  
 
The La Pérouse Prize was created in 1973 
by the Fédération des Alliances 
Françaises in Australia. This competition 
is opened to every student in years 8, 9 10, 

Prix La Pérouse 

Julie Chapman from the School of Languages. Jean-Marc 
Balette French teacher at Taminmin College. Lysielle Orta 
intern at the Alliance Française de Darwin. 
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11 and 12 of the enrolled schools and awards one of the best Français Langue 
Etrangère student in each Australian State, who scores the highest overall mark. 
 
The first test will be in written expression, and a writing and reading comprehension 
and then a final oral will decide between the better candidates. 
   
The reward of the La Pérouse Prize is a cultural group trip to Noumea, New 
Caledonia, for one winner from each State and the best candidate of each of the other 
grades will also receive a prize. 
 
We are still in the organisational steps but we will be able to tell you soon the dates 
and the participating schools. 
 
 

 
 
This month, we would like to present you Paul Huggett  
 

“ As a wine writer, critic and lover, I am often asked: why wine, why French wine?  
It is a complicated subject, but also very simple:  Wine is simply the easiest way to 
travel.  You are here in Darwin on a hot Tuesday night – alors, open a Cotes-du-
Rhone and you are instantly at lunch in Avignon with a salad of roasted peppers, 
eggplant and anchovies.  Perhaps we all need an escape sometimes, n’est-ce pas? 
 
Each year, after vendage, I visit France to write about wine.  My love is for regional 
France and its unique wines – Madiran, Jurancon, Langedoc,  Bandol, Gigondas, 
Chinon, Cahors,  to name a few.  It is here – outside the wine Autoroutes of 
Bordeaux, Burgundy and Champagne – that I have been lucky enough to discover 
people, food and that elusive French concept of terroir: a profound sense of place, 
where the wine from one row of vines tastes different that of its neighbour. 
Luckily, this is happy – perhaps endless – quest and I will be back in France come 

October when the harvest is done.   Santé! “ 
 
 
Paul Huggett lives in Darwin and writes about wine for Gourmet Traveller WINE 
magazine.  He hosts wine tastings at Parap Fine Foods each Saturday from 11.30am-1.30pm 
 
You can find his articles on these links: 

• Languedoc wine region, France 
Southern exposure 
A new generation of Languedoc winemakers is redefining the world’s perception of vin de 
pays while also enhancing the regional expression of their premium wines.  

http://www.gourmettraveller.com.au/languedoc-wine-region-france.htm 
 

Lumière sur... 



5 
 

• Great wine drives: Yarra Valley’  
To kick off our Great Wine Drive series, writer Paul Huggett gets behind the wheel to explore 
Victoria’s Yarra Valley. Breathtaking mountains, winding roads and top wineries, all only 1 
hour from Melbourne, prove there’s a lot more to the Valley than exceptional pinot and 
chardonnay.  
 http://www.gourmettraveller.com.au/great_wine_drives_yarra_valley.ht
m 
 

• “ Madiran and Jurançon, France: Pas de Deux »  
Tucked away near the Spanish border, Madiran and Jurançon are two French appellations 
with formidable reputations based on the red grapes they use and the wines they produce – 
wines that are winning them international renown. 

http://www.gourmettraveller.com.au/madiran_and_juranon_france_pas_de
_deux.htm 
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For your information, you can listen to French news and news in French on 
http://www.sbs.com.au/yourlanguage/french 
 
On “fichiers audio”, you can download some audios and keep it in your MP3, MP4, 
or even your I phone and keep listening all day! This is the better way for students to 
get used to French accent and to learn to recognize some words. 
 

 

News 
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Alliance Française de Darwin  
Website: www.afdarwin.org 

GPO Box 1247 Darwin NT 0801 

 
Our committee : 
President: Lea Aitken,  
 tel. 0411 652 342 

president@afdarwin.org 
 
Vice President:  George Cridland  
Public Officer:  Simon Lee, 
Secretary:  Barbara Baggley, 
Treasurer:  Judy Moran,  
Grant coordinator: Jill Mortimer, 
Class Coordinator:  Sharon Parsonson, 

Events Coordinator:  Maria Randazzo, 
Film Coordinator:  Olga Dos Santos, 
Website:  Ralph Lante, 
 
Committee Members:  Veronique Spencer,  
 Jack Douzmanian  
 Vivienne Blandy

 
 
We thank our kind sponsors: 
Advance Civil Engineering Pty.Ltd 
NorthWest Construction 
French Honorary Consul Ms Zoë Marcham 
NT Government 
De Silva-Hebron Solicitors 
Bradlaw Agencies 
Pzazz 
Australia 4Wheel Drive Rentals 
Modern Skin Care 
Nightcliff Amcal Pharmacy 
NT General Store 
The Jetty Restaurant 

Frank’s Seafood 
Parap Fine Foods 
Cut Above Hairdressers (Palmerston) 
Birch Carroll and Coyle 
Mangrove route 
Essence of Beauty 
Crocodylus Park 
La Chaumière Restaurant 
Waterfalls, Wetlands 
Hairfree Darwin 
Ducks Nuts

 


